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Summary:

University of Hawaii Board of Regents; Public
Coll/Univ - Unlimited Student Fees

Credit Profile

US$81.0 mil univ rev bnds ser 2015B dtd 09/24/2015 due 10/01/2038

Long Term Rating A+/Stable New

US$48.0 mil univ rev bnds ser 2015E dtd 09/24/2015 due 10/01/2031

Long Term Rating A+/Stable New

US$30.0 mil univ rev bnds ser 2015C dtd 09/24/2015 due 10/01/2038

Long Term Rating A+/Stable New

US$18.2 mil univ rev bnds ser 2015D dtd 09/24/2015 due 10/01/2031

Long Term Rating A+/Stable New

US$8.57 mil univ rev bnds ser 2015A dtd 09/24/2015 due 10/01/2045

Long Term Rating A+/Stable New

Rationale

Standard & Poor's Ratings Services assigned its 'A+' rating to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents university

revenue bonds including:

• $8.57 million series 2015A (taxable);

• $81 million series 2015B (refunding);

• $30 million series 2015 C (taxable refunding);

• $18.2 million series 2015D (medical school taxable refunding); and

• $48 million series 2015E (medical school forward delivery refunding).

At the same time, Standard & Poor's affirmed its 'A+' underlying rating (SPUR) on the outstanding revenue bonds

issued by the University of Hawaii Board of Regents for the University of Hawaii (UH), based on our application of

government-related entities (GRE) criteria. The stand-alone credit profile rating was affirmed at 'a+'. Some long-term

ratings may be higher due to bond insurance. The outlook is stable.

The rating reflects the system's unique position as the only public system of higher education in the state and its

reliance on strong support from the state of Hawaii, which is granted in the form of operating and capital

appropriations, as well as its participation in the state's general obligation bond issuances. This offsets an otherwise

moderate enterprise profile and relatively light financial profile for the rating.

More specifically, the ratings reflect our opinion of the university's:

• Quasi-monopolistic position as the state's only public system of higher education;

• Strong support from the state of Hawaii through operating and capital funds and GO debt issuances; and

• Manageable maximum annual debt service (MADS) burden of about 2.8% with no plans for additional debt in the
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near term.

Partly offsetting the preceding credit strengths is our view of the university's:

• Negative adjusted operations on a full-accrual basis, but positive on a cash basis after adding back annual other

postemployment benefit (OPEB) costs and depreciation expenses;

• Slightly declining enrollment during the past few years (though we believe this is partly due to increasing graduation

rates) coupled with a moderate demand profile; and

• Low financial resource ratios for the rating category at June 30, 2014, with negative unrestricted net assets (UNA).

However, we note that the ratios improve when adjusting UNA for the university's share of OPEB liabilities (for

better comparability) but is still low at 12% of adjusted operations and 35.8% of pro forma debt.

Following the issuance of the series 2015A-E bonds, which we estimate will provide $8.57 million of new money, the

system will have pro forma debt of approximately $600 million, including $17 million of notes payable and nothing

outstanding on its line of credit. All debt of the university is fixed rate. University debt is secured by three slightly

different security structures, which we rate the same based on our view of the broad, interconnected mix of pledged

revenues available for payment of debt service.

About 42% of the university's revenue bond debt is secured by dedicated revenue streams, which we consider a

strength. Debt service is level at $43 million to $47 million through 2033, with MADS of $47.1 million occurring in

2018 (excluding the Build America Bonds (BABs) interest subsidy although not including the $17 million note), making

for a debt burden we view as low at less than 3% of expenditures. Management has indicated that they do not expect

to issue any additional revenue debt in the near future.

Network revenues, which include receipts from auxiliaries as well as special and revolving fund appropriations, secure

the university revenue bonds, including the 2006A (expected to be refunded by the series 2015B and C bonds), 2009,

2010B-1 (taxable BABs), 2010B-2, and 2012A bonds (about $327.8 million as of July 31, 2015). We consider this

pledge to be equivalent to the broadest or unlimited student fee pledge. Network net revenues were about $40.2

million in fiscal 2014. The pledge of appropriations is subordinate to the 2006A university bonds. Funds available from

special and revolving fund appropriations were $510.40 million in fiscal 2014.

The $127.6 million series 2010A-1 (taxable BABs) and 2010A-2 bonds, the proceeds of which were used for the

construction of a cancer research building, are also secured by the above network and special and revolving fund

appropriations and are additionally secured by cigarette tax revenues. The cancer research special fund receives 2

cents per cigarette sale to be used solely for 2010A debt service or operations of the cancer center. The fund had a

balance of $20.8 million in June 2014, and debt service for these bonds was paid solely through this fund in fiscal 2014.

The university also has about $118.6 million of series 2006A medical school bonds outstanding that are separately

secured by a lien on special and revolving funds of the university, as well as state-allocated and appropriated money

from the Hawaii Tobacco Settlement Special Fund. In fiscal 2015, this fund yielded an estimated $11.6 million for debt

service on the 2006 bonds. We expect these bonds will be particularly refunded with the series 2015D and E bonds

under the university revenue bond security structure.
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Outlook

The stable outlook reflects our expectation that during the next two years state support will continue to be strong,

university operating performance will begin to improve on a full accrual basis, and financial resource measures will

slowly improve compared to the rating. We do not expect any additional debt to be issued during the two-year outlook

period.

We could consider a positive rating action over time with sustained improvement to the university's annual operating

performance coupled with steadily improving financial resource measures and continued strong support from the

state. A negative rating action could be considered with significant declines in the enterprise profile that adversely

affect the university's financial position, or with the issuance of substantial additional debt without a commensurate

increase in financial resources.

Related Criteria And Research

Related Criteria

• USPF Criteria: State Ratings Methodology, Jan. 3, 2011

• USPF Criteria: Financial Management Assessment, June 27, 2006

• USPF Criteria: Debt Statement Analysis, Aug. 22, 2006

• General Criteria: Rating Government-Related Entities: Methodology And Assumptions, March 25, 2015

• USPF Criteria: Higher Education, June 19, 2007

• USPF Criteria: Assigning Issue Credit Ratings Of Operating Entities, May 20, 2015

• Criteria: Stand-Alone Credit Profiles: One Component Of A Rating, Oct. 1, 2010

Ratings Detail (As Of September 8, 2015)

University of Hawaii Brd of Regents, Hawaii

University of Hawaii, Hawaii

University of Hawaii Brd of Regents (University of Hawaii) univ rev bnds

Long Term Rating A+/Stable Affirmed

University of Hawaii Brd of Regents (University of Hawaii) univ rev bnds ser 2006A (Berkshire)

Unenhanced Rating A+(SPUR)/Stable Affirmed

University of Hawaii Brd of Regents (University of Hawaii) univ rev bnds (University of Hawaii) ser 2006A

Unenhanced Rating A+(SPUR)/Stable Affirmed

University of Hawaii Brd of Regents (University of Hawaii) univ rfdg bnds (University of Hawaii) ser 2006A

Unenhanced Rating A+(SPUR)/Stable Affirmed

University of Hawaii Brd of Regents (University of Hawaii) (MBIA of Illinois) ser 2006A

Unenhanced Rating A+(SPUR)/Stable Affirmed

Univ of Hawaii Brd of Regents (Univ of Hawaii) univ rev bnds ser 2009A

Long Term Rating A+/Stable Affirmed

Many issues are enhanced by bond insurance.
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Complete ratings information is available to subscribers of RatingsDirect at www.globalcreditportal.com. All ratings

affected by this rating action can be found on Standard & Poor's public Web site at www.standardandpoors.com. Use

the Ratings search box located in the left column.
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S&P may receive compensation for its ratings and certain analyses, normally from issuers or underwriters of securities or from obligors. S&P

reserves the right to disseminate its opinions and analyses. S&P's public ratings and analyses are made available on its Web sites,

www.standardandpoors.com (free of charge), and www.ratingsdirect.com and www.globalcreditportal.com (subscription) and www.spcapitaliq.com

(subscription) and may be distributed through other means, including via S&P publications and third-party redistributors. Additional information

about our ratings fees is available at www.standardandpoors.com/usratingsfees.

S&P keeps certain activities of its business units separate from each other in order to preserve the independence and objectivity of their respective

activities. As a result, certain business units of S&P may have information that is not available to other S&P business units. S&P has established

policies and procedures to maintain the confidentiality of certain nonpublic information received in connection with each analytical process.

To the extent that regulatory authorities allow a rating agency to acknowledge in one jurisdiction a rating issued in another jurisdiction for certain

regulatory purposes, S&P reserves the right to assign, withdraw, or suspend such acknowledgement at any time and in its sole discretion. S&P

Parties disclaim any duty whatsoever arising out of the assignment, withdrawal, or suspension of an acknowledgment as well as any liability for any

damage alleged to have been suffered on account thereof.

Credit-related and other analyses, including ratings, and statements in the Content are statements of opinion as of the date they are expressed and

not statements of fact. S&P's opinions, analyses, and rating acknowledgment decisions (described below) are not recommendations to purchase,

hold, or sell any securities or to make any investment decisions, and do not address the suitability of any security. S&P assumes no obligation to

update the Content following publication in any form or format. The Content should not be relied on and is not a substitute for the skill, judgment

and experience of the user, its management, employees, advisors and/or clients when making investment and other business decisions. S&P does

not act as a fiduciary or an investment advisor except where registered as such. While S&P has obtained information from sources it believes to be

reliable, S&P does not perform an audit and undertakes no duty of due diligence or independent verification of any information it receives.

No content (including ratings, credit-related analyses and data, valuations, model, software or other application or output therefrom) or any part

thereof (Content) may be modified, reverse engineered, reproduced or distributed in any form by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval

system, without the prior written permission of Standard & Poor's Financial Services LLC or its affiliates (collectively, S&P). The Content shall not be

used for any unlawful or unauthorized purposes. S&P and any third-party providers, as well as their directors, officers, shareholders, employees or

agents (collectively S&P Parties) do not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, timeliness or availability of the Content. S&P Parties are not

responsible for any errors or omissions (negligent or otherwise), regardless of the cause, for the results obtained from the use of the Content, or for

the security or maintenance of any data input by the user. The Content is provided on an "as is" basis. S&P PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY AND ALL

EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR

A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE, FREEDOM FROM BUGS, SOFTWARE ERRORS OR DEFECTS, THAT THE CONTENT'S FUNCTIONING

WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED, OR THAT THE CONTENT WILL OPERATE WITH ANY SOFTWARE OR HARDWARE CONFIGURATION. In no

event shall S&P Parties be liable to any party for any direct, indirect, incidental, exemplary, compensatory, punitive, special or consequential

damages, costs, expenses, legal fees, or losses (including, without limitation, lost income or lost profits and opportunity costs or losses caused by

negligence) in connection with any use of the Content even if advised of the possibility of such damages.

Copyright © 2015 Standard & Poor's Financial Services LLC, a part of McGraw Hill Financial. All rights reserved.
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